Technical Bulletins: New Act Permits Non-Resident Owner Voting Rights by MTAS
University of Tennessee, Knoxville 
TRACE: Tennessee Research and Creative 
Exchange 
MTAS Publications: Technical Bulletins Municipal Technical Advisory Service (MTAS) 
6-27-1978 
Technical Bulletins: New Act Permits Non-Resident Owner Voting 
Rights 
MTAS 
Follow this and additional works at: https://trace.tennessee.edu/utk_mtastech 
 Part of the Public Administration Commons 
The MTAS publications provided on this website are archival documents intended for 
informational purposes only and should not be considered as authoritative. The content 
contained in these publications may be outdated, and the laws referenced therein may have 
changed or may not be applicable to your city or circumstances. 
For current information, please visit the MTAS website at: mtas.tennessee.edu. 
Recommended Citation 
MTAS, "Technical Bulletins: New Act Permits Non-Resident Owner Voting Rights" (1978). MTAS 
Publications: Technical Bulletins. 
https://trace.tennessee.edu/utk_mtastech/271 
This Bulletin is brought to you for free and open access by the Municipal Technical Advisory Service (MTAS) at 
TRACE: Tennessee Research and Creative Exchange. It has been accepted for inclusion in MTAS Publications: 
Technical Bulletins by an authorized administrator of TRACE: Tennessee Research and Creative Exchange. For 
more information, please contact trace@utk.edu. 
(� 
June 27, 1978 
NEW ACT PER}fiTS NON-RESIDENT OWNER VOTING RIGHTS 
An MTAS Technical Bulletin dated April 5, 1978, reported an opinion 
from the Office of the State Attorney General relative to voting in 
municipal elections by nonresident property owners. That opinion was 
dated Feb. 28, 1978, and stated that under the existing law (at that time): 
(1) The ownership of property in a municipality does not in itself 
give the owners any right to vote in any municipal election. 
(2) Before a person may vote in a municipal election he must be a 
bonafide resident and otherwise qualified and registered voter in a 
precinct within tqe geographic boundaries of the municipality. 
This opinion appears now to have been negated by Chapter 944, Public 
Acts of 1978, adopted by the Tennessee General Assembly in April and signed 
by Governor Blanton on May 11, 1978. This new act expressly provides that: 
A person shall be registered as a voter of the precinct in 
which he is a resident, and, if provided for by municipal charter 
or general law, may also be registered in a municipality in which 
he owns real property in order to participate in that municipality's 
elections. 
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